
We need your help to save more of Decatur’s Trees and Urban Forest 
as our community grows. Please support:

1. Plan for trees at the earliest stage of the permitting process. 

2. Make sure tree protections are enforced on construction sites.

3. Limit the area of land disturbance to hold topsoil in place and keep 
water runoff to a minimum.

4. Use the TreeValueMatrix™ to determine existing tree values. 
TreeValueMatrix™ is based on a well established arboricultural 
assessment tool. The TreeValueMatrix™ identifies trees from low, 
moderate, high to exceptional values  based on species, maturity, and 
urban forest contribution.

5. Require saving all high and exceptional value trees as determined by 
the TreeValueMatrix™. Currently Decatur’s save requirement is only 25% 
of the tree canopy per lot. Losing 75% and more of our canopy is resulting 
in the loss of our best trees and urban forest.

6. Use tree diameter (DBH) to measure total amount of trees per lot as 
opposed to current method of measuring canopy. Canopy is a visually 
subjective way to quantify trees. For example, it can vary depending on 
lighting and season.

7. Include arborist expertise on Zoning Review Board.

8. Allow only one healthy tree of low or moderate value to be 
destroyed every 18 months with an arborist assessment required in 
advance of removal. Currently, three healthy trees including high value and 
specimen trees can be cut down on any lot for any reason every 18 
months.

9. Protect boundary trees on properties adjacent to construction sites.



10. Require a database of tree removal permits maintained by Decatur’s 
arborist that includes size, species, location, TreeValueMatrix™ category, 
and reason for removal. A quarterly report of this information should be sent 
to the Mayor, City Commissioners,  and Decatur’s Environmental 
Sustainability Board.

11. Require tunneling for utilities within the critical root zones of 
moderate, high, and exceptional value trees.

12. Implement a fair enforcement process that works (3 strikes and 
you're out).

13. Establish a Tree Conservation Committee that hears appeals, 
educates the public, and provides tree expertise to city officials. The 
appeals process must occur at the beginning of planning and permitting.

14. Define Dead, Dying, Hazardous (DDH) trees as: the tree is 
determined to be high risk using the Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
(TRAQ) , with expected failure within 3 years.
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SAVE DECATUR’S TREES 

We are many individual Decaturites concerned about the increasing loss of 
our best trees as our city grows. We are not affiliated with the city or any 
other organization. Please join us as we advocate for a better tree 
ordinance. Check out our facebook page.


While we cannot save every tree as our city grows, there are common 
sense well thought out changes listed above that provide a mechanism 
to bring us more to a middle ground that ensures more of our best trees 
are protected. 


These common sense changes listed above have been developed in 
collaboration with regional arborists, landscape architects, developers, 
builders, urban planners, other municipal staff, nonprofit professionals, 
neighborhood organizations, real estate professionals, and area residents.


